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COMING EVENTS

December 8 Saturday 11:30 AM

This is our Christmas Picnic, held together with Trout Lake and is our only time
to be together at the holidays. It is really a pot-luck event, so please bring
enough food to share with your friends. It is an indoor picnic at TLNC and
OVAS-TLNC will provide table decorations, settings and drinks. We had a great
turn-out last year so hope to see you this time. Contact information- Jerry
Bohmann 735 5922.

December 14 Friday

It's Christmas Bird Count Please volunteer to help with this; there can never be
too many counters or birds! Meet at 7:30am at the Wood Duck Parking, (the
main auto entrance to Emeralda Marsh). Leader- Peg Urban 326 3868. At the
conclusion of the count, refreshments provided at the Blue House, Sunnyhill
Farm. $ 5. Contribution.

January 16 Wednesday

Field Trip to the Disney Wilderness Preserve This is a large tract owned by
The Nature Conservancy just south of Kissimmee. Tours are by tram and
ranger-led with a $20 contribution. See page 18 of Great Florida Birding Trail-
East, for directions. Or meet at Publix parking lot, routes 27 and 48 Leesburg
8:30am. Leader- Mary Remer 365 0934.

January 22 Tuesday

Members Meeting- 2:00pm Adventuring on Florida’s Hiking Trails. Joan
Hobson of the Florida Trail Association is the speaker. In an age when the
remaining wilderness is being attacked by snowmobiles, dune buggies, endless
all terrain vehicles, it is nice to hear about people who are actually walking! Joan
has covered over 5000 miles on Florida trails and is the expert on walking
through the state. She currently oversees some 26 miles in the Ocala National
Forest.

Boating the Oklawaha River Field Trip- Oct 24- by Linda Bystrak

We had a great day on our field trip in spite of the rain. The only hard rain we got was the first 10
min of our boat ride, and we just sat at the dock and waited for it to slow down. Then we were out
on the water until 2:45 min. It rained off and on throughout the trip, but we all were dry with the
extra jackets she had. Her knowledge of the river, and flora and fauna were very good, even



though we didn’t see any turtles, only 1 small gator, and about a dozen species of birds. The rain
was keeping everything quiet. But the beauty of the river was impressive and everyone seemed
to enjoy the ride, except the one MI

We didn’t see anything really great except the 11 wild turkeys along the road between Gores
Landing and Eureka. There were lots of phoebes and blue grays, red shoulders, and the usual
water birds. Saw a couple of limpkins too. We probably saw the least number of birds I've seen
on the Ocklawaha, but it rained the whole day! We didn’t see more than 2 dozens species.

| think today’s trip was a great way to educate our membership about the Ocklawaha River. The
more people who see what it is we are trying to protect, the better. Our guide made a very
passionate plea to us to help stop the pipeline and protect the river. By the time the ride was over,
everyone on the boat knew about that issue! What better way to help save it than to let more
people see it!

OVERNIGHT TRIP- APRIL 9-11, 2008 — Fort De Soto Park, St. Petersburg
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OVAS BENEFIT PERFORMANCE- MARCH 8, 2008
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WATER BOTTLING COMPANY WANTS FLORIDA WATER
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OVAS RAFFLE

To help supplement our income, OVAS will sponsor a small raffle during each of our membership
meetings. ltems should be worth at least $15, in mint condition, and have a nature “theme”.
Please call Linda Bystrak at 357-2207 before bringing them to the meeting to be raffled, so that
she will know how many items to expect. Thank-you

FLORIDA HOMETOWN DEMOCRACY AMENDMENT
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SPACE COAST BIRDING AND WILDLIFE FESTIVAL JAN 23-28, 2008
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